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Scope and topics:  Web services are nowadays emerging as a major technology for deploying automated interactions between distributed and heterogeneous applications. Various standards back this deployment including WSDL (Web Services Definition Language), UDDI (Universal Description, Discovery, and Integration), and SOAP (Simple Object Access Protocol). These standards respectively support the definition of Web services, their advertisement to the community of potential users, and finally their binding for invocation purposes.

A Web service is an operation typically addressed via a URI, declaratively described using widely accepted standards, and accessed via platform-independent XML-based messages.  In general, composing Web services rather than accessing a single service is essential and provides much more benefits to users. Composition primarily addresses the situation of a user's request that cannot be satisfied by any available service, whereas a composite service obtained by combining available services might be used. After composition, Web services also need to execute jointly to meet the requirements that led to their composition.

Several questions need to be answered during Web services composition & execution including which businesses have the capacity to provision Web services, when and where the provisioning of Web services occurs, and how Web services from independent parties coordinate their activities during execution so that conflicts are avoided. To address these questions, it is recommended considering the context in which the composition and execution of Web services occur. Context is generally perceived as the information that characterizes the interaction between humans, applications, and the surrounding environment. Hence context becomes one of the most crucial factors in defining a Web service’s interaction with its environment and other Web services, thereby affecting the outcome of the execution of the composed Web services.

Keynote Speaker and panel discussion: a keynote speaker and a discussion panel are planned. The objective of the discussion panel is to evaluate the current research related to the contexts for Web services needs. The panel will be open to all CONTEXT’05 conference’s participants.  
Topics:  Topics of interest include the following:

· Ontologies and contexts for web services
· Semantic Matching for Web Service Composition
· Context-based Web Service Interaction and Execution
· Agent-based Approaches for Context-based Web Service Interaction
· Context-aware Web services
· Security, contexts and web services
Paper submission: There will be two types of papers: long (approx. 4000 words) and short (approx. 2000 words). The manuscripts should be sent by February 27, 2005 to zakaria.maamar@zu.ac.ae and djamal.benslimane@liris.cnrs.fr. Authors are invited to submit papers in PDF or Postscript format.  All papers will be reviewed on the basis of relevance, clarity and technical quality.  Special issue in an international journal is expected and it will be dedicated to selected papers from the workshop. At least one author should attend the workshop to present the paper.

Important dates

· Paper submissions due:  
February 27, 2005
· Acceptance notifications: 
Mars 28, 2005
· Camera-ready papers due: 
April 17, 2005
· Workshop: 

July 5, 2005
